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Students experience dafing violence, abuse and frauma

ccording to the National Coalition
Against Dating Violence, nearly 1.5
million high school students in the
United States are physically, sexually or
emotionally abused by dating partners every year.
1.5 million.
That’s 1 out of every 10 high school students
in the entire country. So, statistically speaking,
that means that if you know of five couples, one of
them is likely to include an abused partner.
Broward County is no exception. A district-
wide survey in 2015 reinforced this statistic,
finding that out of all students surveyed, 9.8
percent of them reported experiencing dating
violence and relationship-related sexual abuse
in the year prior, with a markedly higher
percentage for women affected than men. This
is an issue that affects us all-students, teachers
and administration alike-and yet it is an issue
that often times goes unacknowledged and
undiscussed.
And yes, it does happen at our school.
“When someone tells you enough times that

you’re worthless, you start to believe it,” *Jane
said. “I think that’s probably the worst part of it.
It’s not even the hurting or the name calling or
the cheating, it’s the fact that he would still make
me feel like a terrible person or that it was my
fault when he did those things. He would tell me
that he loved me, and that I was ungrateful for all
that he did. It’s a special kind of torture-learning
to hate yourself more and more, until you don’t
even care who you are.”

Young girls aged 16-24 experience about three
times the national average of dating violence
by their partner. Since adolescence is the time
when teenagers grow the most emotionally and
mentally, the people around them influence them
greatly as they develop and experience things
for the first time. When one’s first experience
with relationships is physical and mental abuse
and anxiety, it is devastating to the growth of the
victim.

“We’ve had incidents here in the past where
student relationships had become violent-with
one being abusive to the other, or even both,”

*Names indicated were changed to protect students’ anonymity
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Vice Principal Winfred Porter said. “It’s always a
difficult predicament, but it’s something that we
as administrators and teachers are trained to look
for and properly deal with.”

Every year, Broward County Public Schools
(BCPS) mandates that all of its employees go
through a dating violence training course, where
they are shown how to spot, address and manage
the issue. They are given the “look-fors” to
identify unhealthy or unsafe relationships, so that
teachers and administrators can help students-
both actively dating and not-understand what
a healthy relationship truly is. According to
Porter, examples of such identifiers include
erratic conduct, argumentative interaction and
overbearing and overprotective actions.

Administrators also must punish perpetrating
students according to the district’s Discipline
Matrix, which does not explicitly acknowledge
dating violence, but does regard the main aspects
of it: harassment, verbal threats, battery, physical
and sexual abuse and rape-all of which are treated
as extremely serious offenses.
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Effects of Dating Violence
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Gender Doesn’t Matter
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