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Headlines 
 

Headlines – the primary headline catches the reader’s attention 
Secondary Headline – Provides important information and insight 

Subhead – secondary headline used within the text of a story to break up blocks or text 
Precis – A secondary headline combined with a story lead 
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Headline Patterns: 
 
Kicker – one line of secondary      Wicked – two lines of secondary headline  
headline above a primary headline     above a primary headline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hammer – one or more lines of secondary headline   Tripod – Two or more lines of secondary 
below a primary headline      headline beside lines of primary headline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Headline Terms & Examples 
 
Negative Leading      Color Strategy – Matching headline color to  
        dominant photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Sources: 
Akers, Ann. “Headline Tips.” Yearbook Fundamentals, 3rd Edition. Columbia Scholastic Press Association. 1999.    
Schaub, Laura.   CSPA PowerPoint slides 

Great Headlines are Literary Devices 
 
Onomatopoeia –  words that sounds like     Rhyme – words that corresponds with another in  
The objects they name or the sounds those                terminal sound, as behold and cold 
objects make 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Allusion – a brief reference to a person, event, or    

   place, real or ficticious, or to a work of art.  They       
 Alliteration – the repetition of initial               stimulate ideas associations and extra information  
Consonant sounds in neighboring words           in the reader’s mind with only a few words. 
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                                                                      More Allusions… 
                                                                       

                        
          
 
 
 
 
 

                                      
 
 
 


