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Senior class hosts second annual winter formal to 
fundraise for prom

Knights in shining armor
On Jan. 11, the Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School nominees for 
the 2017 Silver Knight Awards were 

announced. 
The nominees for the following 

categories include Rachel Edelsberg for 
English and literature, Samantha Schneid 
for world languages, Lillian Skopp for 
journalism, Robert Tromberg for business 
and Joey Wong for athletics.  

The program, sponsored by The 
Miami Herald, was established by the 
publication’s former publisher, John S. 
Knight, in 1959 to recognize outstanding 
students who have “not only maintained 
good grades, but have also unselfishly 
applied their special knowledge to 
contribute significant service to their 
schools and communities.” Students from 
both Miami-Dade County and Broward 
County are eligible for the award.

“Silver Knight is based on service 
primarily, and students who have good 

Five seniors nominated 
for Silver Knight Awards

service, perhaps even a service project, 
can qualify. While their service does not 
have to be related to the category, they 
do have to have some sort of academic 
recognition in the category they’re 
nominated in,” Carla Verba, the MSD Silver 
Knight coordinator, said.

The Silver Knight nomination is a 
prestigious title given to only the top 
high school seniors in both service and 
academics. 

“As a part of my Silver Knight 
community service project in the 
business category, I manage a nonprofit 
that develops marketing campaigns and 
logistics for other nonprofits in South 
Florida,” Tromberg said.

Seniors who meet the requirement of 
a 3.2 GPA can be nominated for a specific 
category by a teacher. While MSD was 
able to send a nominee for each of the 15 
existing Silver Knight categories, only five 
students were selected by the school.

Once chosen by the school, nominees 
must undergo a process which begins with 
an application. The application focuses 
on the nominee’s contributions to both 
their category and to their community or 
school. 

The application includes 12 pages 
of short essays and qualifications in 
regards to the nominee’s service and 
category contributions and two letters of 
recommendation. In addition, nominees 
were encouraged to submit up to 12 pages 
of supportive documents. 

“The application was challenging, 
but it gave me an opportunity to express 
my pride over my passion projects and 
the hard work I have done over the last 
four years,” world languages nominee 
Samantha Schneid said.

Once students complete the 
application, it is turned into The Miami 
Herald. These application packets are 
submitted for judging and accompanied 

Hosted by the senior class on Feb. 
10, Winter Formal was held in the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 

School gym from 7:00 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. 
A ticket to the formal was $10 if purchased 
beforehand and $15 dollars if purchased at 
the door. All proceeds went to the class of 
2017 to pay for Prom expenses. 

Prior to the event, Senior Class Board 
members spent four hours setting up, 
creating a winter ambiance with a 
combination of handmade snowflakes, 
stars and blue and white streamers. 

“We put a lot of planning into this 
event–from the decorations to the actual 
event,” Senior Class Treasurer Abby 
Brafman said. “I think our hard work 
payed off. The room looked beautiful, and 
everyone seemed like they were having a 
great time.”

The event began slowly, with only a 
handful of students trickling in during the 
first hour. However, by 8:00 p.m., more 
students were in attendance, dancing 
to the music provided by the DJ, MSD 
sophomore Adam Alhanti. 

Attending the South Florida History 
Bowl Championship Tournament 
at Ransom Everglades High 

School on Saturday, Jan. 14, four Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School seniors 
qualified for Nationals, which will take 
place in Washington D.C. on April 21-23. 

The qualifying team, which is 
comprised of seniors Annika Mursten, 
Marc Cutler, Matt Harris, Robert 
Schentrup, Jordan Frengut and Hannah 
Meeks, practices every other week, 
usually on Fridays, after school for about 
one hour. 

In order to prepare, the team studies 
questions based on European history, 
American history and world history. 

Usually, the questions used come from 
past history bowl competitions.

“We use different quizlets on major 
topics likes presidents, dates and treaties,” 
Mursten said.

There were 20 teams total competing 
at the Jan. 14 event. However, only ten 
teams, including MSD, qualified for 
Nationals. This was a landmark event for 
the history bowl team, which is sponsored 
by the social studies honor society, Rho 
Kappa, as the team has never before 
qualified for a national tournament. 
In addition, MSD was the only public 
school in Broward County to qualify for 
Nationals.

“This is the first time Stoneman 

MAKING HISTORY
Douglas has fielded a Nationals team to 
the history bowl, and they are very excited 
to be going and representing our school,” 
team sponsor Raymond Posada said. “This 
is something that they have been wanting 
to do for a long time, so they are pumped. 
They’ve been pumped since they found 
out that they made it to Nationals.” 

As the trip costs $3,500, the team has 
set up a GoFundMe page to help off set 
some of the costs of the trip. In addition 
to the $660 collected on GoFundMe, they 
were awarded a $1,000 scholarship by 
Rho Kappa to help cover the cost of the 
registration and hotel fees. To donate, 
visit Gofundme.com/msd-history-bowl-
nationals Story by Tori Rosenthal

Rho Kappa qualifies for Nationals for first time in school 
history

Formal fun

130 DECA members qualify for States; chapter 
makes school history with record first place wins

Peers and parents wowed by Douglas Drama’s hilarious 
“Douglas Night Live” show

see performance full of witty jokes that 
catered to all viewers of the show. 

“I just transferred here from Dillard 
Center for the Arts three days ago [and] 
Herzfeld encouraged me to do a skit,” 
freshman Tan Philip, who participated in 
skits themed around game shows and a 
feud between friends, said. “It felt really 
good performing with all my Douglas 
friends for the first time. [DNL] was a 
great way to start off my Douglas theater 
career.”

After DNL, Drama Club presented a 
more family-oriented show that both 
students and parents recognized: “Annie.” 
Their production of “Annie” ran from 
March 3-5. Story by Nyan Clarke

the students when they underwent a 
interview by a panel of three judges on 
March 15. Judges will determine the 
winners of each category. There is one 
winner and three honorable mentions 
per category.

The results will be revealed in a 
ceremony at the James L. Knight Center 
at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, May 17. 

Silver Knight winners receive $2,000, 
a Silver Knight statue and a medallion 
presented by American Airlines. The 
three honorable mention recipients are 
presented with $500 and an engraved 
plaque.

The program inspires students 
to contribute to their communities 
and teaches young minds to use their 
best attributes to benefit others. The 
Silver Knight program will motivate 
high achievers through rewards and 
recognition for years to come. Story by 
Samantha Getz

In addition to decorations and music, 
the event featured pizza and refreshments 
served in the mini gymnasium. Teachers 
and administrators were in both the gym 
and mini gym, supervising the event and 
making sure everything was under control. 

“The event was a nice opportunity for 
kids to get out with their friends and have 
a good time,” Principal Ty Thompson said.

While the event was to benefit the 
senior class, students in all grades were in 
attendance. 

“Winter Formal is a great way for us 
freshman to get more involved in the 
school and feel more comfortable at 
Douglas,” freshman Max Wolfman said.  

This is the second time MSD has held a 
Winter Formal. This event was first held in 
2015, but not in 2016, as last year’s Senior 
Class Board decided not to run the event. 

However, there were some changes 
made since the first dance. For the 2015 
formal, attendees were required to wear 
white. But, due to criticism, the 2017 
Senior Cass Board decided not to enforce 
a dress code. Most students wore formal 

attire; female attendees 
mainly wore dresses and 
male attendees, dress 
shirts.

The senior class 
board raised over $2,000 
and sold over 200 tickets.

“It was very fun and a 
successful event to host. 
I hope that the event 
continues as an tradition 
for years to come,” 
Senior Class President 
Matthew Feldman said. 

As a result of positive 
response from both 
those who planned and 
attended the event, there 
is already talk about 

A Historical Moment. History Bowl teammates 
Annika Mursten, Robert Schentrup, Matt Harris, 
Hannah Meeks and Jordan Fregnut pose for a 
team picture before the start of th South Florida 
History Bowl Championship on Feb. 25. Photo 
courtesy of  Annika Mursten

Dancing Queens. Senior Danielle Garsten, junior Gerardo 
Sanchez, sophomore Alejandro Becerra, freshman Camila 
Garcia, junior Manuel Rojas and friends dance along to 
music provided by sophomore Adam Alhanti, the event’s 
DJ, at the Feb. 10 formal. Photo by Lyliah Skinner

holding Winter Formal in subsequent 
years.

“Since Winter Formal was such a 
success this year, it will be an even 
bigger success when we are seniors, 
and the money we make goes to Prom,” 
Sophomore Class President Jackie Corin 

said.
The event was held not only to raise 

money for the senior class, but also to 
promote an event in which students can 
make everlasting memories at with their 
high school peers. Story by Jayden Bier and 
Karter Cooper
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Let’s Talk about Sex
While Florida is known to all as 

the “Sunshine State,” it has also 
recently become synonymous 

with something much darker: STDs. 
According to The Miami Herald, Florida 
leads the nation in new STD cases, 
specifically in HIV and AIDS. Broward 
County holds the second highest rate of 
HIV infections in the state, trailing Miami-
Dade county by a slim margin. 

According to the CDC, education 
reduces STD and HIV infection. Broward 
County Public schools, like Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School, have the 
opportunity to provide their students 
with information as a way to protect their 
sexual health. 

“It is very important to learn sexual 
education in schools since many children 
are not taught at home by their parents,” 
Dr. Mark Stavitsky, pediatrician at 
Children’s Medical Association said. 
“Dangers include getting sexually 
transmitted diseases such as Chlamydia, 
Gonorrhea, HIV, Hep C, Syphilis or having 
an unplanned pregnancy.” 

Florida policy standards include the 
mission “to motivate students to maintain 
and improve their health, prevent disease 
and avoid or reduce health related 
risk behaviors.” Despite this, a recent 
University of Florida study concluded 
that “sex education in Florida schools 
varies widely [and is] not available to all 
students.” 

“We would like to see comprehensive 
education policies and programs across 
all school districts in Florida,” Karyll Scott 
Honeycutt, community health educator 
of Planned Parenthood of South, East and 
North Florida, said.

Some districts, however, are working 
proactively to combat STDs through their 
own policies. Aware of the problems 
posed by rising STD 
rates, the Broward 
County School Board 
unanimously passed 
Policy 5315 on May 6, 
2014. 

The policy 
centers on 
comprehensive, age 
and developmentally 
appropriate, 
medically accurate 
and evidence-informed curriculum. 
The information is based on age, race, 
color, disability, gender identity and 
expression, marital status and sex or 
sexual orientation and is geared towards 
impacting students in kindergarten 
through 12th grade. 

“Before 5315 [we taught] abstinence 
plus, but now it is comprehensive,” 
Sebrina James, instructional facilitator, 
sexual health for Broward  County Public 
Schools, said. “Abstinence is the only 100 
percent way to make sure you don’t get 
an STD, but Broward is second in new HIV 
cases and high in other STDs. We need to 
make sure we are doing everything we 
can.”

The policy is supported by Planned 
Parenthood, an organization self-
described as “a leader in sexual and 
reproductive health.” 

“Planned Parenthood supports 
the work of Broward County School’s 
commitment to sexuality education. 
Planned Parenthood’s knowledge of 
Broward County’s sexual education policy 
is extensive. As a collaborator on the 
initial passage of this policy, we are proud 
to be a part of such a vital role for young 
people and their families in our school 
system,”  Honeycutt said.  “The updated 
and revised policy aligns with the National 
Sexuality and Education Standards.”

The policy enables teachers to apply 
a more hands on approach in teaching 
sexual education. The watershed 
development is the ability to use condom 
demonstrations in the classroom, which 
was previously not allowed. However, 
this has not been employed at MSD thus 
far—although the policy was enacted 
almost three years ago. But, the lapse 
does not mean that there will not be 
demonstrations seen in the classroom in 
the near future. 

“There are so many more things we 
can do now,” Elisa Williamson, health 
department head, said. “I am glad we can 
use condom demonstrations; it provides a 
more visual and realistic representation.”

In addition to expanding the 
curriculum, Policy 5315 states that “each 
school shall provide... sexual health 
education in grades K-12.” 

“The policy is comprehensive and 
inclusive and aims to meet the needs of 
all Broward County students,” Honeycutt 
said.

However, while the mandated K-12 
education is picturesque when it comes to 
teaching sexual education, this is not the 
reality. The first of the problems includes 
the limited time devoted to the topic.

“We have a challenging environment in 
HOPE, in that we have about 48 freshman 

[per class] that we have to teach this topic 
to and a limited time to do it,” Assistant 
Athletic Director Marilyn Rule said. “That 
doesn’t give us the proper environment 
to really handle some sensitive topics that 
might come up. I think this is something 
the school and the county could take a 
look at.”

Health opportunities through physical 
education and biology courses are the 
only required classes with lessons in 
human life and sexuality at the moment. 
Therefore, there isn’t a current curriculum 
for upperclassmen in regards to sexual 
education.

“I believe in middle school and 
elementary school, the sexual education 
we are given starts off on a great note,” 
senior Abby Brafman said. “But when we 
reach high school and are in the point and 
time that many people start practicing, 

the lack of education is astounding. Just 
between my friends and I, the fact that 
people don’t fully understand about 
their bodies and their partner’s bodies is 
terrible. It’s completely unacceptable. No 
teacher has ever brought up this kind of 
information since my freshman year. We 
have passed puberty and are in a whole 
world of other things, but nobody is 
discussing it with us.”

Yet, this may be subject to change. 
After attending a recent workshop 
with peer counseling teacher Lauren 

Rubenstein, Williamson 
hopes to take the 
information she learned 
to other departments to 
expand the base of sex 
education. This endeavor 
is supported by MSD 
administration.

“We are talking 
about expanding that 
into other subject 
areas that we can then 

incorporate to upperclassmen as well— I 
would assume through science,” Principal 
Ty Thompson said.

In addition, Florida Virtual School 
classes are required to adhere to state 
legislation, but are not bound to county 
standards. If one takes HOPE and biology 
through FLVS, they may not be exposed 
to Policy 5315. Therefore, they are not 
guaranteed the same comprehensive 
education that BCPS students receive.

However, electives, such as anatomy 
and physiology and psychology that touch 
on the reproductive system, are available 
for both individuals who have opted out 
of the BCPS HOPE and biology courses, 
as well as upperclassmen who are not 
receiving sexual education, due to the fact 
that there is no established curriculum 
for them in place. But, since these classes 
are electives and not required, there is no 

way to ensure that every student at MSD 
receives a complete education in sexual 
health, although the county policy makes 
it clear that this “shall” occur in grades 
K-12. 

“Regardless someone is going to be left 
out,” Thompson said. “But, we are going to 
figure out the best laid plans to make sure 
that we are trying to educate our kids and 
make the best impact.”

In addition, while talking about 
expansion is one thing, it cannot be 
considered a significant step until put 
into action. Since Policy 5313 is enforced 
at the discretion of the school, there is no 
guarantee that this expansion will occur.

“The curriculum changed across the 
board,” Rubenstein said. “It is designed to 
be rolled out the entire year—not just one 
lesson, not just one unit. It goes in through 
HOPE classes, biology and anatomy and 
physiology. So unless at the high school 
level you are enrolled in these classes, this 
curriculum is not going to be hit, if you 
are not enrolled in it. [Also], by choosing 
to leave the Broward school system and 
taking a class online, you are choosing to 
be not susceptible to the same lessons.”

This confusion and lack of action 
can be contributed to the difficulty in 
implementing a new district policy. But, 
with the almost three-year anniversary 
of Policy 5315 coming up in May, some 
believe change is due soon.

“I would like to be educated in 
these kinds of things when I’m an 
upperclassman,” sophomore Jenna 
Weissman said. “I think this is something 
my peers and I definitely need to know 
before we go all go off to college.”

BCPS has taken a proactive stand in 
regards to sexual education with Policy 
5315. To continue this approach, it is up to 
MSD administration and faculty to enforce 
their plans of greater outreach. Story by 
Lily Skopp    

Implementation of Broward County School Board sex 
education policy proves slow
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Design by Lily Skopp

   Just between my friends and I, the fact that 
people don’t fully understand about their 

bodies and their partner’s bodies is terrible. It’s 
completely unacceptable. 

“
”

By the Book. Along with textbook material, Policy 5315 allows educators to employ a 
visual approach with education on contraceptives. Photo illustration by Liam Hutton
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Tragedy Strikes

Esteban Santiago–a 26-year-old 
lone shooter–opened fire Friday, 
Jan. 6 at the Fort Lauderdale-
Hollywood International Airport, 

killing five people and injuring five more.
After flying from Anchorage, Alaska to 

Minneapolis, Minnesota and then to Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, Santiago used the 
gun from his legally checked gun bag to 
open fire at baggage claim in Terminal 2 
of the airport. 

According to federal guidelines, 
passengers are allowed to check unloaded 
guns in a locked case. It is also legal to 
place ammunition in checked baggage. 
Therefore, Santiago was able to legally 
check his Glock 9mm semi-automatic 
handgun, which was used during the 
shooting.

“[Santiago] was legally in possession 
of the firearm after legally declaring it 
and transporting it interstate,” Robert 
Hutchinson, a former homeland security 
investigations special agent in charge, 
said. “He followed the rules like hundreds 
do everyday, but he took advantage of 
what the laws and rules are and did 
something just unbelievably evil.” 

Shortly after the 90-second-long 
shooting, Chenet Nerette, 52, used his 
phone to record the scene in a viral 
video. The graphic video showed victims  
wounded from gunshots, those helping 
and trying to save the wounded, those on 
the phone with the police and those in 
shock and unmoving.

Once Santiago’s gun ran out of 
ammunition, he calmly set down his 
weapon and laid on the ground, the 
police then took Santiago into custody 
unharmed.

Annika Dean, a Broward County Public 
Schools art teacher from Parkland, hid 
under a luggage cart upon hearing the 
sound of gunshots. While Dean prayed for 
her survival, Tony Bartosiewicz, a retired 
electrician from New York, proceeded to 
climb on top of Dean in attempt to shield 
her.

“My biggest concern was my kids not 
having their mother,” Dean said. “I’ve got 
a 13-year-old and an 11-year-old. They 
need me.” 

Many speculations circulated through 
the media regarding Santiago’s motive 
for the shooting and whether a terrorist 

group was involved.
After the FBI searched through 

Santiago’s internet and phone usage, 
it was determined that he was not in 
contact with any terrorist organization. 

But, the FBI did know about his 
mental illness which manifested from a 
destructive form of Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder after his two years in the United 
States military.

“We have to do a better job of making 
sure that people with mental illness who 
could potentially be dangerous with a gun 
aren’t able to buy guns,” Congressman 
Ted Deutch said. “But the bigger picture 
is that we need to take care of people 
with mental illnesses and make sure that 
they get the care that they need.”

Claiming he was hearing voices in his 
head and being forced by these voices to 
watch ISIS videos, Santiago entered the 
Anchorage FBI field office and voluntary 
was treated for his mental illness back 
in November 2016. Yet, after only a few 
interviews with friends and family, his 
case was closed.

After being questioned by the police 
following the shooting, it was evident 
that his mental state was in a similar 
place as it was in November, according to 
police reports of the interrogation. 

Santiago claimed the attack was on 
behalf of ISIS; the terrorist group has yet 
to claim responsibility.

In the initial aftermath of the chaotic 
shooting, immense confusion followed. 
There were theories of a second shooter, 
which led to disarray in other terminals 
as well.

“We thought it was some kind of 
coordinated terrorist attack,” Dean said, 
“It was scary because we didn’t know if 
there was just one gunman, two or more.”

Thousands of people who had just 
landed from flights into Fort Lauderdale 
were forced to wait for hours on the 
airport tarmac as the airport was being 
searched and deemed safe.

“The shooting happened just before 
1 p.m. and we were bussed out of the 
terminal at 8 p.m. or 9 p.m., but there 
were some people who didn’t get out of 
the airport till 1 a.m. or 2 a.m.,” Dean said.

According to Broward.org, 29.2 million 
passengers traveled through the Fort 
Lauderdale airport in 2016. Many of these 
passengers included Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School students. 

“I never felt like I could really be 
affected by these shootings, but now it’s 
more real,” sophomore Maayan Mizrahi 
said. “I’m realizing I could definitely be a 
victim if I was just in the wrong place at 

the wrong time like those people were.”
Not only has this event been a wake 

up call for local community members, 
but also for those who work in aiports 
because of the dangers that they may 
encounter.

“My dad is a pilot, so I’m so glad that 
he didn’t end up going to work that day,” 
freshman Katie Herbert said. “If he did, 
who knows what would have happened 
to him. It really just made me realize that 
something could happen to those I love.” 

Knowing how to protect oneself 
can alleviate common fears among 
teens and adults. Shootings can occur 
anywhere, therefore awareness of one’s 
surroundings is crucial to ensure safety 
no matter the situation.

“I don’t fear public places because I 
know how to protect myself; I know how 
to protect the people I love and others 
around me,” junior Natalia Lawrence 
said, “It’s just something you have to go 
around knowing everyday that a person 
could have a weapon, and you run the 
risk of being near someone that does.” 

As a result of the event’s close 
proximity, it has received heavy attention 
from students and teachers within 
South Florida. It is often that the stress 
which accompanies discussions about 
these kinds of traumatic events can be 
detrimental to students’ mental health.

“I think this event made people 
understand that there is serious 
disrespect to gun ownership and to 
traveling with guns and ammunition,” 
Broward County Commissioner Michael 
Udine said. “It just gives a sense of 
bringing it home that something like this 
can happen right in our backyards.”

In response to a recent spike in 

shootings within the past 10 years, 
Congress has previously attempted–yet 
failed–to take action regarding U.S. gun 
control laws.  

Deutch, who represents Florida’s 
22nd Congression Districts–which 
include parts of Palm Beach County and 
Broward County–is one of the activists 
fighting for reformed gun laws within 
the Congress, especially ones regarding 
individuals with mental illness. However, 
Congress remains divided on issues of 
gun violence.

“Last year, we had a sit-in on the 
House floor,” Deutch said. “We stayed 
there for 25 straight hours debating the 
issue of gun control and making sure 
that everyone knew that Congress wasn’t 
passing the kinds of laws we need to 
pass.”

Evidently, the shooting at Fort 
Lauderdale airport has lasting 
repercussions that exceed a one day 
headline. Although the event itself 
led to heartbreak for many families, 
it has reopened a debate by Florida’s 
Legislature regarding gun control. State 
Democrats and Republicans are working 
together to find a solution that satisfies 
both sides.

Santiago was indicted on Thursday, 
Jan. 26. According to a Department of 
Justice release, he was charged with 11 
counts of performing an act of violence 
against a person at an airport serving 
international civil aviation that caused 
death or serious bodily injury, six counts 
of use and discharge of a firearm during 
and in relation to a crime of violence 
and five counts of causing the death of a 
person through the use of a firearm. Story 
by Carly Novell and Rebecca Schneid

Community responds 
with fear and shock 
following shooting at Fort 
Lauderdale-Hollywood 
Airport

Waiting on Tarmac. Following the shooting, passengers wait on the tarmac until they are given 
permission from authorities to leave. Photo courtesy of David Santiago/El Nuevo Herald/TNS
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How active shooter incidents 
end

40% of shooters committed suicide

28.1% of shooters exchanged fire with police

13.1% of unarmed citizens restrained shooter

Shooter Incidents: 
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involved shooters that had or 
showed signs of mental illness

Source: CNN
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